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FEMINISM

“You educate a man, you educate a man you educate a woman, you educate a
generation”

Brigham Young
Change is the only thing that is permanent in the world. Hence we find changes in
the process of thinking in the world. The old order charges taking place to new. So, a
new thing emerges in our society. Accordingly sometimes the neglected sections of the
society start liberation movement and give new messages to the world. Among such
incidents feminism is one.
DEFINITIONS AND MEANINGS

In a society both men and women are the creations of God. But in the society

women are denied of equal status with their counterparts and also treated as a second
class citizen. The reaction to this idea is known as Feminist Movement or Women
Movement. Feminist stands for equality of status of women with men. Numbers of
scholars have given their definitions to this ideology. The following are the prominent
definitions.

According to N. Abercrombie, “Feminism is a doctrine suggesting that women are
systematically disadvantaged in modern society and advocating equal opportunities for
men and women.

According to the new Encyclopaedia “Women Liberation Movement also called
feminist movement refers to a social movement that seeks equal rights for women giving
equal status with men and freedom to decide their own carriers and life partners”.

Collins Dictionary of sociology savs “Feminism refers to a holistic theory
concerned with the nature of woman’s global oppression and subordination to man”.

Generally Feminism is also referred to as “a socio-political theory and practice
which aims to free all women from male supremacy and exploitation.

AIMS OF THE MOVEMENT

Feminism aims at

(1) To convert the patriarchal society to such a one where both the men and women
will have equal footings.

(2) To provide equal share to both the men and women in the social, political,
economic and cultural spheres of the society.

(3) To give women their due share.



MAIN ADVOCATES OF FEMINISM

Many scholars have given their valued opinions on this issue starting from Plato.

Their views have given strength to the rise and growth of this movement. The following
are the main advocates of feminism viz;
(1) John Stuarts Mill
(2) Mrs Harriet Taylor
(3) Marquis de Condorcet
(4) Jenery Bentham
(5) Marry Will Storie Craft
(6) Betty Friedan
(7) Kate Millett etc.
ORIGIN OF THE MOVEMENT

Feminism has not originated overnight. It has historical footings. Its origin owes to

ancient Greece and Chinese civilizations.

The term feminism was first used by a French scholar namely Charles Fourier in
the year 1937 who was a main advocate of Utopia socialism. His emphasis was mainly
on the development of women.

During mid 19" century the wave of feminism was dominating in the almost all the
parts of the world. But feminism was mainly confined to the issue of Woman Franchise.
This is accepted as the first wave of feminism.

In U.S.A. the foundation stone of Feminism was laid in the year 1848 on “Seneca
Fall Convention”. This convention high lighted the issue of women suffrage.

In U.K. the impact of Feminism was seen in 1850. The demand for women
suffrage was very powerful.

New Zealand is the first country in the world to give right to vote to women in
1890.

In U.S.A. women got right to vote in 1920 and in U.K. in 1918. But women got
equal status with men and U.K. in the year 1929.

In the field of Feminism a historic movement took place in the year 1970 because
of Indian history is not free from this. In the 18" and 19" century the position of women

was very deplorable.




WOMEN IN ANCIENT INDIA

In ancient India the women had a special status. The women were considered as

symbol of power. However we also find two divergent views on the issue of status of
women.

According to one view both women and men were treated equally in the society
Manu the first architect of Hindu code “Manusmruti” has opined that “where women are
honoured, the Gods are pleased, but where they are not honoured no sacred rite yield
any reward ? Similarly another great scholar Jangya Balakya hae said “Women are
embodiment of all divine virtue on Earth”. In the Holy Scriptures like The Ramayan and
the Mahabharat we find that women were given high places in the society. Particularly in
the Mahabharat the women were in the centre of private and social life.

According to other view we find that women were considered inferior in
comparison to men. According to this view the women are evil root of all the evils. It is
also said that “the faces of women are like flowers their words like the drop of honey but
their hearts are like sharp razors. The women were the toys in the hands of their
husbands. The glaring example is Draupadi.

WOMEN IN VEDIC PERIOD

In Vedic period the society was open. Of course there were more desires for male

child but no female child was neglected. There was equal access to education. Women
were allowed to study and recite Vedas. There was absence of Paradha practice and
women were given free hands in choosing their life partners. However the women were
denied of right to divorce. They also were engaged in teachings. Unmarried female
children had right to paternal property. In the absence of a male child, the married
daughter had the right to her paternal property.

In Vedas it is said “While a father is superior to ten learned priests well versed in
the Vedas, a mother is superior to ten such fathers or the entire world. From this it is
clear that women have superior status in Hindu religion than in other religions.

There was no scope for women to take part in politics. However in certain
extraordinary cases we find that women were taking parts in war fares. The best example
is the Queen Kaikayee of Dasaratha.

During those days there was the practice of monogamy.



WOMEN IN PURANS

Women had a special place in the Puranas. They were described as MA Laxmi
MA Saraswati and MA Kali i.e the Goddess of wealth, the Goddess of Leanings and of
power. Even the rivers were also considered as the symbols of Maternal Powers. The
example of this is the river Ganga, the Yamuna which are being worshipped as maternal
powers even today.
WOMEN IN BUDHISM

Budhism appeared as a reaction against the domination of Brahminism in

Hindusim. Lord Budha is the founder of Buidhism. He was opposed to every kind of
discrimination and exploration in the society.

Budha was a strong supporter of women emancipation. In Budhism women were
honoured.
WOMEN DURING MEDIEVAL PERIOD

Women enjoyed freedom till 500 BC. But there after deterioration took place and

they were denied of right to religion and education.

After the advent of Muslims the Paradha Pratha was introduced. There was also
the cruel practice Kaur Pratha among the rajputs where the wives and the female
children of the defeated kings had to sacrifice their lives. Subsequently Debadashi Pratha
was introduced in the temples and cruel Sati pratha and child marriage were introduced.

During the period “Ramanuja” started devotional movement in 15" century and
strongly advocated the equality of status of women with men in social and economic
spheres. Even a man was not allowed to become a saint without the consent of his wife.
Mira Bai was also a great leader in the devotional movement.

Women in the British Period:
The condition of women was very deplorable during the beginning of British rule.
They were mainly illiterate. There was the practice of
(1) Child marriage
(2) Forced widow
(3) Paradha Pratha
(4) Dowry system
(5) Debadashi Pratha
(6) Female infanticide

(7) Polygamy family
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But the Britishers brought changes in the positions of women. According to Ram
Ahuja there were several factors responsible in charging the position of women. Such
factors were:

(1) Industrialization

(2) Spread of education

(3) Weakening of caste system

(4) Growth of women's organizations

(5) Enactment of social legislation
WOMEN IN MODERN INDIA

Demand for emancipation of women came to ahead since the advent of the indian

Renaissance. Raja Rammohan Ray championed this cause. He established “Brahma
Samaj” to fulfil his mission. He strangely opposed to the cruel practices such as

(1) Sati Pratha

(2) Child marriage

(3) Disfigurement of widows

(4) Restrictions on widow remarriage.

Due to his sincere efforts the inhuman practiced Sati Pratha could be abolished.

Among other personalities there were Iswar Chandra Vidy Sagar, Shami
Dayananda Saraswati, Mahatma Jyotibha Phule and his wife Sabitri Phule, Mahadev
Gobind Ranade and his wife Ramabai Ranade, Swami Vivekananda who have made
enough contributions towards the cause of feminism in India. Because of their tireless
efforts number of reforms could be possible to improve the position of women in India.

There were other socialist thinkers namely Acharya Narendra Dev, Lok Nayak
Jaya Prakash and Ram Manohar Lohis who alsc have championed the cause of wemen.
Even M.K. Gandhi the father of the Nation too championed the cause of feminism in
India. He demanded for more participation of women in public life.

In India there was only one independent women feminist Pandita Ramabai who

singularly fought for women. Others were accompanied by male counter parts.
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